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Dear Reader:

Here they go again. The two characters created by Mo Willems—Elephant and 
Piggie—are back for more exciting adventures. 

At least, Mo thinks they’re exciting. 

Okay, fine. The books are sort of hilarious, and charming (I suppose), and they 
speak directly to kids. Piggie is an optimistic pig, and Elephant (also known as 
Elephant Gerald) is a cautious, pessimistic elephant.

Sure, go ahead. Like them. Love them! But whatever you do, please—don’t let 
them drive the bus!

Sincerely,

Pigeon 
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ELEPHANT & PIGGIE 
STORY TIME IDEAS!

Make Elephant and Piggie name tag stickers. Write the children’s names in  
BLOCK letters as they arrive. 

Decorate your space in a manner fitting Elephant and Piggie! Put up gray and 
pink signs and streamers to get in the spirit!

Give everyone a chance to participate. Divide your reading group into Elephants 
and Piggies, and have the different groups repeat some of their dialogue out 
loud as you are reading the story.

Art © Mo Willems. ELEPHANT & PIGGIE is a trademark of The Mo Willems Studio, Inc. HYPERION BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 3



More Friends for  
Elephant and Piggie!
Can I Play Too? introduces a new friend for Elephant and 
Piggie — Snake! Have kids pair up to brainstorm another 
new friend for Elephant and Piggie, and share with the group. 
How would Elephant and Piggie respond to this new friend? 
What kinds of games could they play with their new friend?

Happy Pig Day! Song
In Happy Pig Day!, Piggie celebrates her favorite day of the year—
Happy Pig Day!  

But what celebration is complete without a song? Help Elephant and 
Piggie craft the perfect song to celebrate Happy Pig Day! Divide the 
children into groups, assigning one adult into each group to help the 
children write the song lyrics. Then have the children perform their 
song out loud for all to hear!

Can You Achoo?
After reading Pigs Make Me Sneeze!, have kids show off their best sneezing technique (fake sneezes 
only, please!) by getting up in front of the group and practicing their best (and LOUDEST) achoo! For 
extra fun, have the kids decorate a tissue box with Elephant and Piggie drawings, and give the winner a 
“prize” of a tissue box!

CIRCLE TIME ACTIVITIES
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Where Are You Going?
At the end of I Am Going!, Piggie reveals that she is going . . . to have lunch! But where are some  
of the other places Elephant and Piggie could go? Distribute blank pieces of paper and crayons to  
each of the children, and ask them to draw one fun new place where Elephant and Piggie could go.   
Then have the class share all of their exciting locations!

It’s Time to Cut a Rug!
After reading Elephants Cannot Dance!, teach the kids a bit about 
some of the well-known dances from different decades, and give them 
an opportunity to strut their stuff! Play music from the 1920s to the 
1970s. Here is a quick list of dances for your reference, or go online to 
find more dance moves!

1920s – The Charleston

1930s – Tap

1940s – Swing

1950s – Cha-cha

1960s – The Twist

1970s – The Pogo or The Hustle

Ball in the Bucket		
After discussing Watch Me Throw the Ball!, challenge 
kids on their ball-throwing skills. First, ask kids to line 
up. With a rope or some masking tape, make a line on 
the ground, behind which the player should stand. Set a 
bucket one foot away from the line, and ask the first child 
to toss a tennis ball into the bucket. Ask that child to go to 
the back of the line, and give the next child a chance. Keep 
going one by one. If a child misses, he or she is eliminated 
from the game. After all of the children are done, move the 
bucket another foot away, and the game continues until 
there is only one child left—the winner!

CIRCLE TIME ACTIVITIES
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CIRCLE TIME ACTIVITIES
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My Favorite Toy Guessing Game
After reading I Love My New Toy!, play a fun drawing and guessing game based on the children’s 
favorite toys from home. Ask each child to stand in front of the group and draw a special toy on a 
large pad of paper or the chalkboard. The audience can call out answers as the drawing gets more 
developed, and the winner, with the most correct answers, gets a small toy that you bring to the 
event. 

Surprise Gift Bags
After reading I Will Surprise My Friend!, announce to the kids that they’ll be making surprise gift 
bags to give to a friend or family member. Provide children with white bags that they can decorate 
with images of Elephant and Piggie, and give them great materials to put inside, such as a flower, 
a pad of stationery with colorful pencils, and even a small box of cookies. Don’t forget to have them 
create a “For You” card, too!  

Dress Up!
Read I Am Invited to a Party! out loud, using props. 
Store them in a box or sack. As you pull out each of 
the props, have children put them on. Props could 
include Elephant’s top hat, a bow tie, cane, giant gloves, 
earrings, flippers, water wings, goggles, a cowboy hat, 
and a bandanna.

 
Make Me Laugh, Piggie!
Have your group break into pairs: one of each pair is Elephant Gerald and the other is Piggie. When 
you give the starting signal, Piggie faces Elephant and has one minute to make him laugh. Elephant 
must keep his “serious” face and not smile or laugh at all. Piggie may use her hand and 
facial expressions to make Elephant laugh, and is only allowed to say one 
thing: “Oink, oink.” Piggie is not permitted to make any other noises or 
touch Elephant, or Elephant is the automatic winner. If Elephant 
laughs before the minute is up, Piggie wins. If 
not, Elephant wins. Then have the pairs 
switch roles and do it again.
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Elephant likes to read about

while Piggie likes to read about

Elephant likes to read about

while Piggie likes to read about

Elephant likes to read about

while Piggie likes to read about

Elephant likes to read about

while Piggie likes to read about

IN THE SPRING . . .

IN THE FALL . . .

IN THE SUMMER . . .

IN THE WINTER . . .

Sp
rin

g
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W
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FUN AND GAMES  
IN EVERY SEASON!
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#ThankoRama

IT’S A THANK-O-RAMA!
Who will you thank? Fill in the speech balloon below. Then, cut along the dotted line 
and share your Thank-o-Rama Thank-You! 

Art © Mo Willems. ELEPHANT & PIGGIE is a trademark of The Mo Willems Studio, Inc. HYPERION BOOKS FOR CHILDREN
8



Draw your favorite toy in the middle of the maze and then find 
your way to it beginning at Start!
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH  
ELEPHANT & PIGGIE?

These two pictures look the same, but look closer—the picture on the right has 
10 things that are different from the picture on the left. Circle the things that are 
different in the picture on the right.
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Fill in the blanks below and draw pictures to go along with the story when you are done.

One day, Piggie and Elephant went to  � .

When they got there, Piggie found� .

Then Elephant found� .

“Oh, dear!” Elephant cried. “Look at this� !”

Piggie said, “Don’t worry, Gerald.
Now you can� !”

The two friends laughed.
Elephant asked, “� ?”

“� !” said Piggie.

CREATE YOUR OWN  
ELEPHANT & PIGGIE STORY!
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DRAW A PICTURE OF YOURSELF 
SNEEZING LIKE ELEPHANT!
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HOW DO THEY FEEL?

10.9.

8.7.6.

5.4.

3.2.1.

Underneath each picture below, choose the emotion that best shows how Elephant or 
Piggie is feeling. You can use each emotion more than once, and you can ask a grown-
up for help with the words.

CHOOSE AN EMOTION:
HAPPY • SAD
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COLOR ELEPHANT & PIGGIE!
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COLOR ELEPHANT & PIGGIE!
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COLOR ELEPHANT & PIGGIE!
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Help Elephant and Piggie decide whether to go dancing or to play ball by 
drawing them in dance costumes or ball uniforms.

ELEPHANT & PIGGIE 
CAN’T DECIDE!
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ANSWER KEY!
WHAT’S WRONG WITH ELEPHANT & PIGGIE?
page 10

HOW DO THEY FEEL?
page 13

HAPPY HAPPY

HAPPY SAD

SAD SAD

SAD SAD

HAPPY HAPPY

1. 6.

2. 7.

3. 8.

4. 9.

5. 10.

I already know

EVERYTHING!

FIND YOUR FAVORITE TOY!
page 9
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Waiting Is Not Easy!
978-1-4231-9957-1
$9.99

The Thank You Book
978-1-4231-7828-6
$9.99

We Are in an ART-ivity Book!
978-1-4847-9816-4
$14.99

Elephant & Piggie: The Complete 
Collection

978-1-368-02131-9
$150.00

My Friend Is Sad
978-1-4231-0297-7
$9.99

Watch Me Throw the 
Ball! 
978-1-4231-1348-5
$9.99

Should I Share My  
Ice Cream?
978-1-4231-4343-7
$9.99

Today I Will Fly!

978-1-4231-0295-3 
$9.99

Elephants Cannot 
Dance!

978-1-4231-1410-9  
$9.99

Happy Pig Day!
978-1-4231-4342-0
$9.99

I Will Take a Nap! 
978-1-4847-1630-4
$9.99

I Am Invited to a Party!
978-1-4231-0687-6
$9.99

Pigs Make Me Sneeze!
978-1-4231-1411-6
$9.99

Listen to My Trumpet!
978-1-4231-5404-4
$9.99

I Really Like Slop!
978-1-4847-2262-6
$9.99

There Is a Bird on  
Your Head!
978-1-4231-0686-9
$9.99

I Am Going! 
978-14231-1990-6
$9.99

Let’s Go  for a Drive!
978-1-4231-6482-1
$9.99

I Love My New Toy!
978-1-4231-0961-7
$9.99

Can I Play Too?
978-1-4231-1991-3
$9.99

A Big Guy Took My Ball!
978-1-4231-7491-2
$9.99

I Will Surprise My 
Friend!
978-1-4231-0962-4
$9.99

We Are in a Book!
978-1-4231-3308-7
$9.99

I’m a Frog! 
978-1-4231-8305-1
$9.99

Are You Ready to  
Play Outside? 
978-1-4231-1347-8
$9.99

I Broke My Trunk!
978-1-4231-3309-4
$9.99

My New Friend Is So Fun!
978-1-4231-7958-0
$9.99

Art © Mo Willems. ELEPHANT & PIGGIE is a trademark of The Mo Willems Studio, Inc. HYPERION BOOKS FOR CHILDREN



The Pigeon Has Feelings, 
Too!

978-0-7868-3650-5  $6.99

The Pigeon Loves Things 
That Go!

978-0-7868-3651-2  $6.99 

¡No dejes que la Paloma 
conduzca el autobús!

978-1-4231-4052-8  $7.99

¡La Paloma encuentra un 
perro caliente!

978-1-4231-4051-1  $9.99

The Pigeon Needs a Bath 
Book! 

978-1-368-04632-9  $8.99

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive 
the Bus!

978-0-7868-1988-1   $16.99

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus! (Big Book Edition)

978-1-4231-4514-1   $19.99

Don’t Let the Pigeon Finish this 
Activity Book!

978-1-4231-3310-0  $19.99

The Duckling Gets a Cookie!?

978-1-4231-5128-9  $16.99

The Pigeon Needs a Bath!

978-1-4231-9087-5  $16.99

The Pigeon Has to Go to School  
978-1-368-04645-9  $16.99

The Pigeon Finds a  
Hot Dog!

978-0-7868-1869-3  $16.99

Don’t  Let the Pigeon Stay 
Up Late!

978-0-7868-3746-5  $16.99

The Pigeon Wants a Puppy!

978-1-4231-0960-0  $16.99

Don’t Let the Pigeon Run 
This App!

978-1-4231-6158-5  $5.99

Mo . . . On the Go!

978-1-4231-8197-2  $3.99

It’s a Busload of Pigeon Books! 
978-1-4231-7589-6  $24.99

Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale

978-0-7868-1870-9  $17.99

El Conejito Knuffle: Un Cuento 
Aleccionador

978-1-4231-0567-1  $7.99

Knuffle Bunny Too: A Case of Mistaken 
Identity

978-1-4231-0299-1  $17.99

Knuffle Bunny Free:  An Unexpected Diversion

978-0-0619-2957-1   $17.99

ELEPHANT & PIGGIE’S new favorite books!

The Cookie Fiasco

978-1-4847-2636-5  $9.99
We Are Growing!

978-1-4847-2635-8  $9.99
The Good for Nothing Button

978-1-4847-2646-4  $9.99
It’s Shoe Time!

978-1-4847-2647-1  $9.99
The Itchy Book

978-1-368-00564-7   $9.99
Harold and Hog Pretend for Real 

978-1-368-02716-8  $9.99
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A Busy Creature’s Day Eating   
(Board Book)

978-1-368-04129-4  $8.99

Time to Say “Please”!

978-0-7868-5293-2   $16.99
Time to Pee!

978-0-7868-1868-6    $16.99
Edwina, the Dinosaur Who Didn’t Know 
She Was Extinct

978-0-7868-3748-9  $17.99

Nanette’s Baguette

978-1-4847-2286-2  $17.99
The Story of Diva and Flea

978-1-4847-2284-8  $14.99

Don’t Pigeonhole Me! Two Decades of 
the Mo Willems Sketchbook

978-1-4231-4436-6  $40.00

Sam, the Most Scardy-Cat 
Kid in the Whole World

978-1-368-00214-1   $17.99

Leonardo, the Terrible 
Monster

978-0-7868-5294-9   $17.99

City Dog, Country Frog 
Written by Mo Willems,  
Illustrated by Jon J Muth
978-1-4231-0300-4  $17.99

Because 
Written by Mo Willems,  
Illustrated by Amber Ren
978-1-368-01901-9  $17.99

Welcome: A Guide for New 
Arrivals 
978-1-4847-6746-7  $15.99

A Busy Creature’s Day Eating

978-1-368-01352-9  $17.99

Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed

978-1-4231-1437-6  $16.99

Mo Willems, a number one New York Times best-selling author and illustrator, has been 
awarded a Caldecott Honor on three occasions (for Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!, Knuffle 
Bunny: A Cautionary Tale, and Knuffle Bunny Too: A Case of Mistaken Identity). Don’t Let the 
Pigeon Drive the Bus! was also an inaugural inductee into the Indies Choice Picture Book Hall 
of Fame. His celebrated Elephant & Piggie early-reader series has been awarded two Theodor 
Seuss Geisel Medals (for There Is a Bird on Your Head! and Are You Ready to Play Outside?) and 
five Geisel Honors (for We Are in a Book!, I Broke My Trunk!, Let’s Go for a Drive!, A Big Guy 
Took My Ball!, and Waiting Is Not Easy!). Ph
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I Lost My Tooth!
978-1-368-02457-0
$12.99

Who Is the Mystery Reader? 
978-1-368-04686-2
$12.99


